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Message 

Mr Le Dinh Kinh 

Thursday, 16 January 2020 

 

On Thursday, 9 January 2020 I understand that a conflict about land rights broke out 

between the police and land rights activist in the village of Dong Tam in Vietnam, with 

approximately 3000 officers from the police, riot and armed forces violently entering 

the village. I am advised that elder village leader Mr Le Dinh Kinh and three police 

officers are dead as a consequence. There are also reports of over 30 villagers 

arrested by the Vietnamese authorities following the confrontation.  

 

I understand that Mr Kinh was killed as a result of a targeted attack on his home. Mr 

Kinh was 84 years of age and a prominent activist representing the village in disputes 

of land confiscation by the Vietnamese authorities. I am advised that Mr Kinh suffered 

a violent death, with several of his children and grand-children having also been 

arrested with their whereabouts unknown. 
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I understand that the village of Dong Tam is effectively in lockdown, with no 

independent media being granted access to the area. The issue of land confiscation 

for economic gain in the Dong Tam area has been an ongoing issue, with unfair and 

arbitrary land seizures a major problem in the country. 

 

As Phil Robertson, Deputy Asia Director for Human Rights Watch highlights: 

 

“Vietnam should also permit immediate and unfettered access to the area to 

local and international journalists, diplomats, UN agency officials and other 

impartial observers to assess what happened and monitor the government’s 

investigation of this incident.” 

 

It is certainly disheartening, if not infuriating, to see that the human rights situation in 

Vietnam has continued to worsen, with a crackdown on basic human rights and 

freedoms very much intensifying.  

 

We regularly see those who speak out against the Vietnamese government are being 

charged under vague national security laws and are being thrown in prison without a 

fair trial or, in many cases, access to defence lawyers. On top of this, those who have 

been jailed are facing very poor conditions in detention and mistreatment by the 

authorities. 

 

 

 



3 
 

The Vietnamese government have shown that they are unwilling to adhere to the rule 

of law and are keen to oppress, jail and exile those who simply advocate for the most 

basic of human rights, including: freedom of speech, the right of association, the right 

to practise the religion of their choosing and, importantly, the right to equality before 

the law.  

 

I call on the Australian Government to use its seat on the UN Human Rights Council  

to request an urgent and transparent investigation into this incident.  

 

It is imperative that the international community continues to place public pressure on 

Vietnam to ensure that the authorities stand condemned and those responsible are 

held accountable. 
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